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On Dec. 12, Gen. Humberto Ferrucci, commander of the Fifth Corps, told reporters that despite
claims to the contrary, President Raul Alfonsin's government reached an accord with rebel soldiers
to end a mutiny earlier this month. The interview occurred at the Fifth Corps headquarters in
Bahia Blanca, some 600 km. southwest of Buenos Aires. According to Ferrucci, the accord provided
the army with "moral recognition" and the promise of a "serious and deep treatment" of military
demands for an amnesty for officers accused of human rights violations. The general added
that "there are no deadlines or conditions" for fulfilling the accord, while the amnesty issue is
"considered `legal treatment,' but was not handled in any way with that title or that conclusion."
Another element of the accord was a promise to consider military requests for salary hikes, said
Ferrucci. The rebellion ended Dec. 4, when rebel leader Col. Mohammed Ali Seineldin surrendered.
Army chief of staff Gen. Jose Dante Caridi met with Seineldin while the rebels were holed up at the
Villa Martelli base outside Buenos Aires. Asked if the two men had reached any agreement during
their meetings, Ferrucci said: "If two people are fighting and they quit fighting, it's because there
was an agreement." But, he added, "there should not be any fear of the word `accord,' because it
does not mean conditions or subjection, it does not mean two chiefs of staff." On the same day,
Gen. Hector Rios Erneu warned that if Argentines do not resolve the legal consequences of the
"dirty war" under the military governments of 1976-1983, the government would face a major crisis.
The most recent uprising was the fourth in the last 20 months. After the government quashed an
April 1987 mutiny, Alfonsin said no deal had been struck. Later, the government sent submitted a
law to the Congress exempting all officers below the rank of full colonel at the time of the military
government from prosecution for human rights violations. Also on Monday (Dec. 12), the Argentine
government ordered a 20% wage hike for military personnel, and announced a $100 bonus for all
members of the armed forces. On Dec. 13, civilian armed forces personnel threatened to implement
a work stoppage unless they receive a 20% wage hike. The civilian employees said they would
paralyze administrative offices which process military salaries and Christmas bonuses unless their
demands were met. The union representing the nearly 37,000 armed forces civilian personnel
issued a "call for good sense on the part of the authorities in order to avoid conflict harmful to the
democratic system." On Dec. 14, Justicialista (Peronist) party presidential candidate, Carlos Menem,
said that the 20% increase in soldiers' pay "is part of the accord reached with the rebels to end the
insubordination." (Basic data from AFP, 12/12/88, 12/13/88; Diarios y Noticias, 12/14/88)
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